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Sunday, December 5, 2021
Order of Worship
Series: The Inn – Housing the Holy
Today’s Theme: A Place at the Table
(PEACE)
Welcome
Prelude

“Be thou My Vision” -Guitar arr. Levine

Mat Levine

WE OPEN THE DOOR
Threshold Moment
The Peace
Leader:
Congregation:
Leader:

The Hope of Christ be with you!
And also with you!
As we rise in body or spirit for our opening song, I invite you to pass a “wave”
of peace to the people around you, and to the people worshiping at home!

Song of Praise

“People Look East”

UMH# 202

1.

People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. Make your house fair
as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. People, look east and sing today:
Love, the Guest, is on the way.

2.

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there: Give up your
strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. People, look east
and sing today: Love, the Rose, is on the way.

3.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim, Shining
beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. People, look east and
sing today: Love, the Star, is on the way.

4.

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. Set every
peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. People, look east and
sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Children’s Time
1st Scripture Lesson

Isaiah 55:1-13 (CEB)

Special Music (8:15 AM)

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”
“Prepare the Way O Zion” – Frazen

(10:45 AM)

2nd Scripture Lesson

Mat Levine
Choir

Philippians 1:3-11 (CEB)

Sermon

Rev. Brian Lucas

BREAKING OPEN OUR LIVES AND HEARTS
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
(Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Offering Announcement
The Great Thanksgiving
Sharing the Bread and the Cup
Sermon “Text”
Closing Carol

570-351-1619
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”

UMH# 218

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels bending near the
earth to touch their harps of gold: "Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven's allgracious King." The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.
2. Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, and still their
heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world; above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on
hovering wing, and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.
3. And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the
climbing way with painful steps and slow, look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly
on the wing. O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing!
4. For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, when with the ever-circling years
shall come the time foretold when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing.
1.

Parting Blessing
Postlude

chorus of “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”

Mat Levine

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Prayer Requests:
Our Church and leaders
Our Government & leaders
Our UMC Missionaries
Our hurting world

Family and friends:
-who have lost a loved one
-who are experiencing health issues -- including those: in hospital,
facing or recovering from surgery, who are sick/injured, with cancer
COVID situation around our community and the world

New Albany UMC, New Albany
Weyant UMC, Osterburg
Gethsemane UMC, Morrisdale
Scotland UMC, Scotland

Lawver’s UMC, Mc Clure
Mount Zion UMC, Steelton
Point Bethel UMC, Hughesville
Sterling UMC, Sterling

Concord UMC, Concord
Mont Alto UMC, Mont Alto

For prayers for our Prayer Team/Chain: Please contact Pastor Brian or David.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Today, 12/5

8:15 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
Monday
9A–8P
Tuesday
6:30 PM
Wednesday 6:00 PM
7:00 PM
Thursday
10:00 AM
5:15 PM
6:30 PM

Worship Experience
Sunday School
In Person & Online Worship Experience
Ring Bells for Salvation Army at Walmart
Bookworms
Bell Choir Rehearsal (Director, Dan Deatrich)
Choir Rehearsal (Choir Director, Mat Levine)
Crafters
Food & Friends
Prayer Stations

Friday
8:15 AM
Saturday
Next Sunday 8:15 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM

Men’s Bible Study in the Parlor
Worship Experience
Sunday School
In Person & Online Worship Experience

PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE. We have a Praise & Worship service on the third Sunday of the month (Dec.
19) at 6:30 PM. These services will be sing-alongs to some of the best and most popular contemporary Christian
artists via videos and CD’s, prayer and Scripture readings, as well as occasionally celebrating communion.
ONLINE BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP EXPERIENCE. We will be having a “Blue Christmas” worship experience
on Monday, December 20 at 7:00 PM. Blue Christmas is a worship designed to acknowledge the fact that not
everyone experiences a “merry” Christmas, especially those who experienced a loss during the year. We will
help each other to find joy instead. Online only and livestreamed on Facebook, YouTube, and umcchrist.org .
CHRISTMAS EVE: FAMILY SERVICE at 4:30 PM

CANDLELIGHT with Communion at 9:30 PM

GUIDED STATIONS OF PRAYER will be held on Thursday, December 9 at 6:30 PM. This is a gathering for
prayer in the sanctuary during which participants will be invited to move throughout the room, pausing at
different locations, to pray over a particular area of emphasis; such as: the nation; the church (global and local);
the school; community; individuals we know; etc. Please join us!

BOOKWORMS will meet Tuesday, December 7th, at 6:30 pm in the church library to discuss The Volunteer by
Jack Fairweather. Please come with your list of books you would like to read for next year. ( Colleen Middour
301-797-9562)
CRAFTERS will meet in room 1 downstairs, Thursday, December 9th at 10:00 to complete projects. BYO
lunch. (Colleen Middour 301-797-9562)

FOOD AND FRIENDS: A FREE COMMUNITY MEAL. The Christmas meal will be served December 9th. We are
so very appreciative for the help we are receiving from our volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering or
baking a dessert please contact Carole Hunt. Additionally we still need lead cooks for the remainder of the
Food and Friends season. Contact: Carole Hunt at 717-331-9653 or huntc1951@gmail.com

UM MEN. On Monday, Dec. 13 the Methodist Men and their guests will celebrate the Christmas holidays with
their annual Christmas Dinner at the Parlor House. The set menu will consist of pan-fried chicken with all the
trimmings. Dress for the occasion is "Church casual". Doors will open at 5:30 - meal being served promptly at
6:00 PM. Please respond with your meal count as soon as Bill requests it. If you are interested in joining the
Men's group or want more information about our activities, just ask Tom Wynkoop, Bill Hovis or any member.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: KNITTERS & CROCHETERS. A group, whose purpose is to knit/crochet prayer
shawls from a simple pattern, will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 14 at 10:00 AM. The shawls created are given to
those who are ill or lonely and in need of both warmth and payers. Contact: Mary Fry at 717-762-1567.
NOAH’S ARK’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM. On Tuesday, December 14 at 7:00 PM, the children from Noah’s Ark
will present a celebration of Christmas. The program lasts forty-five minutes to an hour and refreshments are served
afterwards. If you are coming, you will want to come early since we usually have a packed house with standing room only.

COOKIES NEEDED!! Following the program, we have cookies, pretzels and punch. We would really appreciate
your help with cookies. They don’t need to be fancy —mostly it will be children eating the cookies and their
tastes are pretty simple; peanut butter, chocolate chip, snickerdoodles, sugar cookies. Please call the office at
Noah’s Ark (765-8146) and let us know how many dozen you can spare. You can bring the cookies to the
church office any time from Sunday, Dec. 12th to Tuesday the 14th. Thank you so much. Merry Christmas!

ESTATE PLANNING. Thinking about the future and what might happen when we age or after we die can fill us
with anxiety. Representatives from the United Methodist Foundation of Western Pennsylvania (formerly the UM
Stewardship Foundation) will be with us on Sun., Dec. 12 at 3 PM to help alleviate some of that anxiety by discussing with us the topic of estate planning. Come with your questions, or submit them to the church office in advance.

Bell Ringers! Once again we will be supporting the Salvation Army by ringing bells for the Red Kettle fund
drive. Our day will be Monday, December 6th and we will be covering both doors at WalMart from 9 am until 8
pm. Please see the display in Frank Hall to sign-up for a time slot (or more) of one hour (or more!). Those who
participated last year reported having much fun and a great feeling of fulfillment. Don't miss out this year!
Susannah’s Pantry. Our food pantry for our community is well supplied, thanks to your generous donations.
We could use some plastic grocery bags for distribution of food. Thanks!

RECYCLING: We have recycling programs to help the environment. We recycle and keep out of landfills:
old batteries, ink cartridges, pull-tabs, or metal items. Bring them to the church to be recycled.
Metal Recycling. We take items made of metal or with metal in it … electrical or battery-operated appliances/
items too (large or small.) *Please note: We do NOT take TV’s, computer monitors, tires, propane tanks, and
stuffed or wood furniture - please do NOT drop them off (we can NOT recycle them.) For more info about our
Recycle Disciples, please contact Bill Short or Bob Small.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Classes meet on Sundays at 9:30 AM
Our teachers and helpers have their Clearances (per our Safe Sanctuaries policy).

CHILDREN’S & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL


Grades Pre-K to 5 class is not meeting until we have children (child) who wish to attend class. Contact Church Office.

Middle & High school students meet with Esther Oney in the West Wing, 2nd room on the left.
Special Needs class meets in the West Wing, first room on the left. Taught by Jenn Terry.


ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL:
 The Senior Adult class meets in the church Parlor, off Frank Hall. New study: Esther (See Men’s Bible
Study article below fore details of this study.) Contact: Herb Meininger.
 The Frehn class meets in the Frehn class room (Room #1) located off Wolff Hall in the basement. Current
Study: “Creed: What Christians Believe and Why”, exploring the Apostles’ Creed by Adam Hamilton.
Contact is Cindy Hartman
 The New Beginnings Class meets in Pastor Dave’s office, off Frank Hall. Current Study: “Light of the
World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent” by Amy–Jill Levine. Contact is Pastor Dave.
An online Adult Bible Lesson is available via email. Lessons are also posted on our Facebook page and our
website. If interested in receiving the weekly email, contact Pastor Dave (pastordeatrich@gmail.com).
Men’s Bible Study—Fridays at 8:15 AM in the Parlor. What! Why study Esther? The Book is by an unknown
author and it reads more like a novel than scripture. There is a beautiful orphan girl, a faithful uncle, a king, a
deposed queen and a villain with the story line evolving into a power struggle, romance and a startling expose.
There are no recorded prayers or sacrifices and God is never mentioned. So, why Esther? Join us to discover the
value of this very different book of the Bible. POC: Herb Meininger at 717-352-6130 or hmmeining@comcast.net

HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you
with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will, we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your love,
we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

UMH# 12

Receiving the Bread and Cup
Prayer of Thanksgiving
(Unison)
Eternal God,
we give you thanks for this holy mystery
in which you have given yourself to us.
Grant that we may go into the world
in the strength of your Spirit,
to give ourselves for others,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen

Confession & Pardon
Pastor:
… In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Congregation: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
All:
Glory to God. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
UMH #13-15
The Holy One be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
… And so, with your people on earth
and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
… in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
… all honor and glory is yours, almighty God,
now and for ever. Amen.
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