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We’re Back
We're no longer confined to the basement! We’re back in the sanctuary! Or should I
say YOU’RE back in the sanctuary. November 18 was MY first time to worship with
you there. It was wonderful! As cozy as the basement was, it’s great to be in our
worship space once again.
There are many to whom we owe a big “Thank You”: to those who helped set up
and break down our temporary sanctuary for the last 4-1/2 months; to MorganKeller Construction of Frederick MD for their highly professional approach to our
project and finishing a week early; to those who spent a big part of their Saturday,
November 17 in preparing the sanctuary for worship; those who carried hymnals,
bibles, and all the necessary items for use in worship; to those who contributed
financially toward the work that was done; and to the Trustee committee who
worked tirelessly to get us through the process. THANK YOU!
- Tom

Decorating For The Holidays
It will not be long until we are decorating the church and preparing for the Birth of Jesus. All
are encouraged to come on Saturday, December 1 at 9:00 AM to prepare the church for a
grand celebration. There will be a clipboard passed during worship service in November.

Hanging of the Greens Service will be held on Sunday,

December 2

at 10:00 AM (one combined service— No Sunday School).

The Advent and Christmas season is here and the CUMC Music
Department has planned inspiring music as we return to our
sanctuary for worship. In addition to our own resources, several guest artists will be featured.
RitmaCordia: Marlin Barnes, marimba and Jane Peatling, cello will be presenting seasonal music on Christmas
Eve for the Christmas Eve Service Prelude starting at 9:00 PM.
In addition to presentations by the CUMC Chancel and Bell Choirs at the 9:30 PM Christmas Eve,
Chambersburg native, Marisabelle Cordova, soprano will sing Gesu Bambino by Pietro Yon. Marisabelle is in
her sophomore year at St. Olaf College in Minnesota.
Marissa Bubbenmoyer, soprano who sang "O Holy Night" last Christmas Eve at CUMC, will be our guest
soloist for worship on December 30 at 10:00 AM. Marissa is a graduate of Penn State and a member of the
Penn State Mont Alto Chorale.

A n n u a l C h u rch Co n fe ren ce

will be held on Thursday,

December 6 at 6:30 PM with Presiding Elder, Rev. Kraig Faust. All church
members are encouraged to attend this yearly meeting. All professing (Full)
members of CUMC present have a vote.

December 2018
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Pastor’s Column
Hi friends,
It’s December and you know what that means: shopping, baking, decorating, and all the
things we do as we approach Christmas Day. My neighbors are doing the same thing. Recently
I passed a neighbor’s house and was taken aback by the Christmas display on their lawn.
There were several blow-up characters – Santa, a snowman, and I’m not sure what the other
was because it wasn’t inflated yet. There were LED-lit figures and a carved wooden bear with
a wreath around its neck, and a few other things I may have missed.
Since then, I saw several other lawns filled with lighted Christmas displays – some tacky,
many well done. And then there’s the house in a nearby Maryland development whose lights
blink to Christmas music on 96.3 FM on the car radio. Boy, they really knocked themselves
out! I thought to myself, “Those people had really put some time into it!”
But then a question popped into my head that has bothered me: Will all those very talented
decorators put an equal or greater effort into celebrating the real meaning of Christmas? Or
is it all just a big light show to impress the neighbors and drive-bys?
I wondered if they’ll be attending Christmas Eve worship services somewhere? Do they have a
family Advent wreath on their dining room table? Will they tell their children the story of the
Nativity? Or will the true meaning of Christmas be lost in all the lights and presents and
parties?
So let’s be clear: Christmas is about the birth of Jesus Christ. It’s his birthday. Not yours. Not
mine.
Christmas, Good Friday and Easter are about the three most important events ever to take
place on this planet - or any other. Birth. Death. Resurrection. It’s all about Him - and all for
us.
Yes, the decorations are pretty and the gifts are nice. Yes, the parties are fun. There is
nothing wrong with any of those! The spirit of generosity that takes over our hearts at this
time of year cannot be compared to any other time of year. And is there a greater joy than
families gathering together to celebrate all the above?
So take a ride or a walk and check out the displays in your neighborhood. Maybe even be
brave and let those decorators know what a great job they did. Surprise them. Shock them!
Offer them the peace of Christ as a way of showing your thankfulness for what Christ has
accomplished as “the word made flesh” who lived among us.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
- Isaiah 9:6 (NRSV)
Merry Christmas!

Tom
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U.M. Men Christmas Dinner: December 10
Greetings to all! The Methodist Men will celebrate the Christmas Holiday
throughout the Month of December. Part of this observance will be in the form
of a dinner on December 10, for members and a guest. At the Parlor House
Restaurant, doors open at 5:30 PM and we will eat at 6:00 PM. The cost of the
meal is $15.00 per person, payable at the door. Please RSVP to Bill Hovis, with the total number of people
attending by Friday the 7th. "Because of Jesus’ birth into this world for redemption, the sinner can be born
into the family of God. That’s reason to celebrate at Christmas and throughout the year!"

CUMC Women
Bookworms will meet Tuesday, December 4th at 6:30 PM in the library to discuss our final
book of the year: DEFENDING JACOB by William Landay. Consider joining our group in the new
year. Your presence is missed. Come with your suggestions for good reads. (Colleen Middour
301-797-9562)
Crafters will meet Thursday, Dec. 6th at 9:00, not 10:00am, downstairs in Room #1 to
"wrap up" and deliver our projects. Show and tell will be presented later. (Patti Lewis 717655-5559)

Prayer Breakfast - Wednesdays At 8:30 AM
Prayer Breakfast meets at the Parlor House Restaurant on Wednesdays at 8:30 AM
--- You can order breakfast from the menu and following our meal, we share in
the Upper Room Study of the day. For more info about this group, please contact Dick and Judy Shook.
Anyone and everyone welcome!

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Knitters & Crocheters
A group, whose purpose is to knit/crochet prayer shawls from a simple pattern, meets in the church
parlor at 10:00 AM on the Second Tuesday of the month (Nov. 13). The shawls created are
given to those who are ill or lonely and in need of both warmth and prayers. If you are
interested in helping with this ministry or for more info, please contact Mary Fry at 762-1567.

Youth Group
Youth group will meet at Hearthstone on Sunday, December 9th at 4:30 pm. We will be led by Cindy Gettins in some
Christmas Caroling with the residents. We should be completed with this by 5:15; we will then walk to the Velvet cafe
for dessert. Kids should be picked up from the Velvet at about 6:15. Any parent wanting to participate is appreciated
and friends are always welcome. Questions please contact Tosha Hind at shind1987@yahoo.com or 717-504-3597.

December 2018
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HELP NEEDED
We need a few church members to teach Bible lessons to the 2 pre-kindergarten classes at Noah's
Ark. The time involved would be 1½ hours each week, in the morning (45 minutes each class).
The more volunteers that we have for this program, the fewer times each person will have to
teach. Noah's Ark staff will be present to help. The curriculum is developed and is easy to
present. This is one way to participate in ministry to our community.
We also need help for Junior Church for ages 3 to 8 years old that meets each Sunday during
worship.
Clearances would be needed. Contact Pastor David if you are interested.

Christian Education
Classes meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM
Children’s Sunday School
Grades Pre-K to 5 meet in Room #2 downstairs. Lessons on Moses, the Hebrews,
and God’s provisions using Bibles, music, videos, and crafts with Mrs. Jenn and Colleen. 9:30-10:20 AM.

Adult Education
 The Adult Bible Study will be using Escape the Coming Night by David Jeremiah. The class meets in the
Parlor located off Frank Hall. Contact: Herb. (See Men’s Bible Study article below for more info)
 The Frehn Class is studying Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam: An Advent Study by James W.
Moore. This study is about how Christ breaks into our confusion and brings Christmas, how Bethlehem
happens in the midst of bedlam. Class meets downstairs in Classroom #1. Contact: Cindy Hartman.
 The Koinonia Class is studying What's the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a Christian? by Martin Thielen.
Class meets in the West Wing. Led by Pastor Tom.
 The New Beginnings Adult Class. Beginning Dec. 9, 2018, the New Beginnings Adult Sunday School Class
will begin Matthew Rawle"s The Redemption of Scrooge. The text will explore the world of Ebenzeer
Scrooge, Tiny Tim, and the Cratchits with an eye to Christian faith. The class meets in the Cry room
located off Frank Hall. Contact person is Pastor Dave Deatrich.

Men's Bible Study
The MBS continues Dr. Jeremiah’s detailed study of Revelation. This month, we will discover how the
Antichrist gains world allegiance, the devastation of Armageddon and the events God uses to begin the final
judgements which close out the Tribulation. Understanding this Book and the questions it poses, makes
Revelation one of the most challenging and rewarding books of the Bible. The group meets in the Parlor
every Friday at 8:15 a.m. Contact person is Herb Meininger at 717-352-6130 or hmmeining@comcast.net
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WE ALL ARE ONE IN MISSION

OUR FAITH IN ACTION
OUR FAITH IN ACTION is the new mantra of the Mission Committee. “For just as the body without the spirit
is dead, so also faith without works is dead.” (James 2:26). Our actions are not a result of trying to work our
way into God’s good graces; but because we have faith in God’s unconditional love for us, we are inspired to
show God’s love to others through our actions. The Message asks, “Isn’t it obvious that God-talk without God
-acts is outrageous nonsense?” OUR FAITH IN ACTION tells the story of Christ United Methodist Church.
Mission Central Cleaning Kits: CONGRATULATIONS!! We delivered 20 fully completed cleaning kits (5
over our goal!!!) to Mission Central on November 1st. We were also able to hand-deliver a check for $318.41
to cover shipping of the buckets and purchase of additional supplies for cleaning kits along with a box of
household odds and ends and a stove for Mission Central’s “New Diggs” program which supplies needed
items to clients setting up housekeeping. THANK YOU for your very generous support. What better way to
put OUR FAITH IN ACTION than by helping neighbors in need!
Matching Funds for UMCOR Hurricane Relief: $1820!! WOW!! That’s the congregation’s contribution to
UMCOR Hurricane Relief. THANK YOU for your generosity. As promised, Missions will match the donations.
In fact, Missions is going to add another $360 to make the total being sent to UMCOR through CUMC $4000.
OUR FAITH IN ACTION.
Foods and Friends:
October 11: served 52 meals October 25: served 75 meals
December 13 will be the Christmas meal.

OUR FA
IT H IN
ACTION
November 8: served 87

New Members Welcome: We are always looking for new members to the Missions Committee. If you feel a
calling to serve in this capacity, please contact Cindy Hartman at 717-729-6139 or jchartman@comcast.net.

Food and Friends: A Free Community Meal
Thursday, December 13th at 5:15 PM
We want to extend hospitality to all and to serve others. We do both of these during our Thursday
Evening Food & Friends. We invite the people of our neighborhood and those needing special
support to come and have dinner with us. Our members cook and serve this meal. There is a short
devotional time before the meal. If anyone is interested in taking the lead on these dates, please
contact Carole Hunt at 717-331-9653. Desserts can be donated by contacting Sheryl Melville at 717-491-7183.
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, only one meal was held during November. We served a total of 87 people,
community and volunteers. The next meal will be December 13, and will be the only meal that month due to the
Christmas holiday. Thanks to everyone that help cooked the Thanksgiving meal and all the volunteers that served
and assisted with clean up.

Pilates is a system of light work-outs to improve balance, strength and muscle tone —

particularly your core muscles. The group is led by Kelly Soliday, a certified Pilates
instructor. We encourage anyone who is interested to attend. Pilates class usually meets on
Tuesdays at 4:15 PM in the Frank Hall. Cost is $10 per session. Mats are supplied and this
is a great way to work out! You are welcome to join us.
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Susannah’s Pantry

People come to Christ Church seeking immediate food help each week. You can help by
donating canned and dry foods that can easily be stored and kept in Susannah’s Pantry.
It is amazing to see how God touches people to fill the pantry and amazing to see how
many this little cupboard helps! Some non-perishable (no refrigeration required) items
ry
Pant
that we could use are: Cereal, Canned Fruits, and Canned Meats.
We also have requests for personal care items (toilet paper, shampoo, soap, razors, etc) – donations of
personal care items are appreciated. Thank you for all your donations to Susannah’s Pantry! With your help,
many people have received much needed food. Thank you for helping to feed others in the love of Christ!

Relay for Life: 2019 is Friday, May 17 & Saturday, May 18
Sunday, December 2, we will be having a Spaghetti Dinner after the worship service for a free will
offering as a fundraiser for the American Cancer Society. Thanks to all who attend.
The quilt is underway. A Few blocks have been returned. I am looking forward to seeing what you come up with.
The theme is “Think Spring.” Please return block to Betty, Drusilla, or Sheryl by the end of January.
If you have any items you would like to part with, let me or any member know. We will add it to a bazaar when
the quilt will be in a silent auction. Date to be determined.
Membership kits are available—see Betty. Tee shirts are available at the Church Office. We have sizes M & L. If
you need a different size, I can order it. Shirts are $12.00
Thanks to all for your support.
-Betty Wolff, Captain

Think Green
Christ Church has recycling programs to help the environment. We want and need your help.
Don’t throw those old batteries, cell phones, ink cartridges, or metal items in the trash.
Bring them to the church so they can be kept out of landfills and recycled.
 Metal Recycling:

We can take and recycle anything made of metal or with metal in it - any appliance
large or small, anything run electrically or with batteries. We do not take
TV’s, computer monitors (computers are ok), tires and stuffed furniture.
Updates (April 2010 - November 11, 2018)
Total weigh of metal recycled
965,128pounds
Current balance in recycling fund
$ 42,659.06
Total earned by recycling
$ 100,892.58
 Aluminum Cans Pull-Tabs: A pull-tabs recycle tub is in the narthex to Frank Hall next to all the other recycle
tubs. When we collect enough tabs, we will take them to the Ronald McDonald House in Hershey.
 Batteries: A battery recycle tub is by the narthex to Frank Hall – household batteries of all
kinds – even hearing aid batteries can be deposited there. They will then be taken for
recycling.
 Empty Ink-jet Cartridges: Most inkjet cartridges can be recycled and re-manufactured.
Please place the cartridge in its original box or in a plastic bag to keep it safe from spills and
damages. Place your empty cartridges in the jar in the Second Street entrance.

$100,000
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FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
The deadline for articles to be placed in the January issue of The Messenger is Monday,
December 17th. Please email (UMCChrist@gmail.com - Subject: Newsletter) your articles,
information and calendar dates to the Church Office by the 17th. (Information received after
deadline may not be included in the newsletter) (Newsletter will be mailed on Thursday, December 20.)

Note from Finance Committee
As we approach this Advent season and our move back to worshiping in the
sanctuary, it is an ideal time to look at your giving to the church and catch up
in the event you have let it slide.
For you to receive credit for your giving to the church in the 2018 financial statement you receive,
your donation has to be received at the church prior to 8:30 AM on Monday, December 31st.
Donations received after that time will be credited on your 2019 financial statement.
By the way, it is not too late to turn in your 2019 pledge card if you have not already submitted it.
Bill Short, Finance Chairperson

ATTENTION
We have two groups that meet in the church that need confidentiality. One meets every Thursday at
12:30 to 1:30 usually in Room 1, the other usually meets on the first Thursday of the month in Room
5. Sometimes rooms or days change but each group will have a “Do Not Disturb” sign hung
outside the door. PLEASE BE RESPECTFUL AND GIVE THEM THEIR SPACE.
(If there is not sign on the door and you do not know who or what group is
meeting in a room and the door is closed, please do not enter the room.
Please knock on the door and wait for someone to greet you.)
Thanks. Trustees and Church Staff

Our Bad Weather / Snow Emergency Policy:
Every church ought to have a stated snow emergency policy and here is Christ UMC's:
Christ UMC is always open for worship on Sunday regardless of snow/weather (unless there is a Blizzard).
You need not consult the TV or radio; we will be open.
However, if the Borough of Waynesboro (Washington Township) issues a road advisory requesting that
drivers stay off the roads or if the State closes the roads we will comply and cancel services. Having said
that, use common sense. If you do not feel safe going out in snowy and icy weather, stay home -- be safe!

Noah’s Ark Christian Child Care
A Ministry of Christ United Methodist Church

Once again another season has passed. With the pre-Thanksgiving snow, I was hoping that the
cold temperatures may help to kill some of those fall stomach bugs, viruses and colds that have left a
number of families and staff feeling quite under the weather fairly early in the season. I’ve been
reading the teachers’ classroom observations and the important lessons that are being taught to the
children, such as what sounds a turkey make and, more importantly, that Thanksgiving is a time to be
thankful. The Ark has also been supporting the education of other students who visit us on a regular
basis. We are currently mentoring the educational growth of an intern from Waynesboro Area School
District (which will continue throughout the academic school year) and a group of college students
through a partnership with Penn State Mont Alto Occupational Therapy Assistant (OTA) Program. From
about Mid- September to the end of November, on Thursday afternoons, the Sophomore OTA students
have been actively learning about “Play as an Occupation” with our toddlers, preschoolers, and after school children. The Ark continues to be a learning environment for high schoolers, college students,
and Noah’s Ark children.
On Tuesday, December 17th at 7:00 pm, the children from Noah’s Ark will present a celebration
of Christmas in word, sign and song for family, friends, and any and all who would like their spirits lifted.
We have begun to sing our Christmas songs, prepare our props, learn our lines and the excitement will
soon begin to build. The rehearsals will hopefully be manageable, but sometimes they are basically
chaos and leave teachers simply surrendering. Last year, we reached a point where we weren’t sure if it
would come off as planned or not. Even so, I’m pretty sure the result was every bit as entertaining as
the planned program. The program will last approximately forty-five minutes to an hour and
refreshments will be served afterwards. If you have time in your busy holiday schedules, please feel free
to join us. If you are planning to attend, you will want to come early since we usually have a packed
house with standing room only. We are very thankful that the sanctuary repairs have been completed in
order to share the holiday spirit with all that can attend.

COOKIES NEEDED & APPRECIATED!!!
Noah’s Ark is in need of some help with cookies for our Christmas program on Tuesday,
December 18th. We will be baking some cookies, but it’s hard to put a dent into 30 or so dozen. As you
plan your Christmas baking, perhaps you could include an extra dozen or two for Noah’s Ark. We would
sincerely appreciate you help! They don’t need to be fancy. It will mostly be children eating the cookies
and their tastes are pretty simple; chocolate chip, oatmeal, peanut butter, or sugar cookies. Please call
the Noah’s Ark office (765-8146) and let us know how many dozen you can spare. You can bring the
cookies to the church office any time from Sunday, December 16 th to Tuesday, December 18th. Thank
you so much for your support, it is sincerely appreciated!

On the birth day of the Lord, May his blessings and peace stay with you,
May his love descend on you; Stay blessed this Christmas, Merry Christmas! Amy

December 2018

Page 10

Servin g This M on t h
8:15 AM Service

10:45 AM Service

Ushers
Dec. 9
16
23

Acolytes
Dec. 9
16
23

Issie
Aydain
Dylan

Worship Leader - Liturgist
Dec. 9 Evangeline Van Tries
16 Christie Freeman
23 David Deatrich

Greeters
Dec. 9
16
23

Deb and John Forrester
Peggy Sandel and Barb Wilson
Ele Hirt

Altar Guild
Dec. Lynn Davis

Nursery
Dec. 9
16
23

Jim and Susan Hatcher
Jim and Susan Hatcher
Susan and Jim Calimer

Greeters: Everyone who comes through the
doors on Sunday morning is met with a smile
and a bulletin. Our greeters are the first
"face" Christ Church’s guests see and they
are our hand of welcome.
If you would like to be a greeter or for
more information please contact:
10:45 Service: Normajean Boyd
(717-655-5574)
Liturgist Needed for Worship Services:

Liturgist assist in the worship services by leading the
opening prayer and responsive readings, and reading
the Scripture Lessons. If you would like to be

Liturgist (Worship Leader), please sign up! --Never been a Liturgist before? Talk to Pastor
Tom or Dave about being a Liturgist. On
Sundays, sign-up sheet for Liturgist are on a
table in the entry off Second Street. (During
the week, they are in the Church Office.)

Karen Walters and Linda Wynkoop
Pete Walters and Betsy Metz
(Open)

Ushers
Dec. Bill Hovis (Capt), Jack Weihl, Monty Henry,
Greg Henry, Carl Henry, Doug Frank
Worship Leader - Liturgist
Dec. 9 Robert Davis
16 Donna Brandmeyer
23 Bill Hovis

10:00 AM Service
Acolytes
Dec. 2 Michael
30 Emma

Nursery
Dec. 2 Jamie Pearson & Lynn Davis
30 (Open)

Greeters
Worship Leader - Liturgist
Dec. 2 Jack Duffey
Dec. 2 Jamie Pearson
30 Howard Snyder
30 Barbara Gaydick

Altar Flowers
The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God ...
Dec. 2 In memory of Mildred and Marshall Rock, Jr. and Daisy and Marshall Rock, Sr.
by their family.
9, 16, 23 & 30 (Open)
2019 Altar Flowers Chart is now posted on the bulletin board in the Second Street entrance to
Frank Hall. Sponsoring the altar flowers is a beautiful way to give thanks to God for someone in your life, past or
present. We will acknowledge these honorariums and remembrances in the Sunday bulletin. If you would like to
present flowers in honor of or in memory of a loved one, please check the chart to see what dates are available, then
write your info on the chart. Then, contact the florist of your choice to order the flowers. …. New to sponsoring flowers
at CUMC: beside the chart, there is a yellow “How to” guide sheet for sponsoring flowers to help you with the process.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

December
2018

White

2

3

1st

Sunday
of Advent

4
Bookworms
6:30 PM
SPRC Meeting
6:30 PM

5
Prayer Breakfast
8:30 AM @PH
Bells Rehearsal
6:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM

6
Crafters
10 AM - 4 PM

11
Prayer Shawl
10:00 AM
Missions Meeting
6:30 PM

12
Prayer Breakfast
8:30 AM @PH
Bells Rehearsal
6:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM

13
Food & Friends
5:15 PM

18
Noah's Ark
Christmas
Program
7:00 PM

19
Prayer Breakfast
8:30 AM @PH
Bells Rehearsal
6:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM

7

8

Men's Bible Study

8:30 AM

Church Conf
6:30 PM

Worship Service

10:00 AM
Blue

9

2nd

Sunday
of Advent

10
UM Men
6:00 PM

Worship Service
8:15 AM
Sunday School
9:30 AM
Worship Service
10:45 AM
16

Blue

17

3rd

Sunday
of Advent

Worship Service
8:15 AM
Sunday School
9:30 AM
Worship Service
10:45 AM
23

Blue

4th Sunday
of Advent

24

25

26
Prayer Breakfast
8:30 AM @PH

Christmas Eve
Services

Church Office Closed

White

15
Poinsettia
Tree
setup

20

21

22

Men's Bible Study

8:30 AM

10 AM

Worship Service Family
8:15 AM
4:30 PM
Sunday School Candlelight
9:30 AM
9:30 PM
Worship Service
10:45 AM
30

14
Men's Bible Study
8:30 AM

31

1

January

2019
8

Worship Service

10:00 AM
Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed

27

28
Men's Bible Study

8:30 AM

29
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Chris

United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning
Worship Schedule
8:15 AM Worship Service
9:30 AM Sunday School

Except
Dec. 2 &
Dec. 30
Worship
Service

10:00 AM
10:45 AM Worship Service (No S. S. )

Mission Statement
Christ United Methodist Church is a people who know Christ to be
The Good Shepherd, leading His people with love, care, and concern;
who reaches for and instructs God’s children to have the heart of a shepherd,
caring for the least, the last, the lost, and the lonely in life.
To that end, Christ Church becomes a shepherd people,
leading all who will follow in the paths of righteousness.

Our Purpose
We Are A Shepherd People Offering Care and Guidance; Tending All God’s Children With . . . Faith, Hope, and Love.

